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International application No. 



PCT/EP 0307321 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1-52 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -30 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andybr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
see separate sheet 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-30 



1-30 



1-30 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/EP03/07321 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Re Item I 

Basis of the report 

The documents mentioned in this International Preliminary Examination Report are 
numbered in accordance with the order they appear in the International Search Report. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

This report is based on the assumption that all claims enjoy priority rights from the filing 
date of the priority document. If it later turns out that this is not correct, the document D1 
indicated in the international search report as P (see below) could become relevant to 
assess whether the present claims satisfy the criteria set forth in Article 33 PCT. 

Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No Publication date Filing date Priority date (valid claim) 

Patent No (day/month/year) (day/month/year) (day/month/year) 

WO 02/087322 07.1 1 .2002 26.04.2002 27.04.2001 

The present invention relates to a synergistic herbicidal composition containing compounds 
of formulae I (pyrazoles) and II (foramsulfuron) as given in claim 1. D3 and D2 describe 
respectively each of those compounds as a part of synergistic herbicidal compositions, but 
each with different second herbicides, i.e. I and II have not been mixed together. D3 
mentions the possibility of using sulfonylureas as second component, but this is within a 
large list of possibilties. Neither this list nor the examples mention foramsulfuron. The 
technical problem underlying the present invention can thus be seen with respect to any 
of D2 or D3 as the provision of further synergistic herbicidal compositions. In the light of 
the commonly accepted unpredictable aspect of synergy in biological technical fields, the 
present invention is not considered to be obvious. 

The present application meets the requirements of Article 33(2)-(4) PCT, because the 
claimed subject-matter is new with respect to the prior art as defined in Rule 64(1) to (3) 
PCT, involves an inventive step (Rule 65(1) and (2) PCT) and is industrially applicable. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



